TREVOR SWISTCHEW THE COMPLETE COLLECTED ESSAYS

COMPENDIUM #23

THE TEN OUTRAGES IMPOSED ON SCOTLAND

Trevor Swistchew — Compendium #23

An Uncompromising Archival Audit of Coercion, Displacement, and Internal Colonialism

The story of Scotland’s modern subjugation begins not with a peaceful treaty but with a political ambush
carried out in the shadow of economic ruin, and the deeper one goes into the archival record, the more
clearly the mechanics of that ambush reveal themselves. The Union of 1707 was not a union of peoples; it
was a seizure of sovereignty executed at a moment when Scotland was financially broken and politically
vulnerable, and the documents that survive in 2026 show this with a clarity that strips away every
comforting myth.

The Acts of Union themselves, preserved in the Parliamentary Archives under reference
HL/PO/PU/1/1707/6&7 1, reveal in their own language that the Scottish Parliament was dissolved and
replaced by a legislature in London without any mechanism for public consent, and the absence of such a
mechanism is not an oversight but a deliberate omission. The statute contains no clause for a referendum,
no requirement for consultation, no acknowledgement of the Scottish people as political agents, and the

silence of the Act on these matters is the silence of power asserting itself without negotiation.

The background to this act is written in the correspondence between English ministers and Scottish
commissioners, held in the UK Parliamentary Archives ( HL/PO/JO/10/1/1706 ) 2 , where English
officials state plainly that financial relief for Scotland’s post-Darien collapse would only be granted if
Scotland surrendered its parliament, and these letters show not only the pressure applied but the tone of
condescension with which it was delivered.

The bribery that sealed the Union is not myth but manuscript: George Lockhart’s Memoirs , held in the
National Library of Scotland ( NLS MS 1453 ) 3 , describe payments made to secure votes, naming
individuals and detailing sums, and Sir John Clerk’s private papers in the Clerk of Penicuik Collection
(National Records of Scotland, GD18/4865 ) 4 contain the admission “we bought the Scots,” written in
Clerk’s own hand, a sentence that stands as one of the most damning confessions in the constitutional
history of the islands.

Petitions against the Union, submitted by burghs, shires, and kirk sessions and preserved in the National
Records of Scotland ( GD1/51 ) 5, show widespread public opposition ignored by the political class, and
the handwriting of these petitions—ordinary Scots pleading for their parliament not to be dissolved—adds
a human weight to the outrage that no modern commentary can erase. The outrage is not rhetorical; it is
embedded in statutes, letters, manuscripts, and petitions that any reader can examine in 2026 exactly
where they are held. The Union was not a constitutional evolution; it was a political purchase, a coerced
surrender, and a betrayal written into the documents themselves, and the deeper one reads into those

documents, the more unmistakable the betrayal becomes.

The second outrage unfolds in the glens and straths where families had lived for centuries, only to be
driven out by estate managers armed with eviction notices and orders to burn roofs, and the expansion of
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the archival record reveals the brutality of these removals with even greater force. The Highland
Clearances were not a drift of population but a deliberate programme of removal, and the written evidence
for this lies in the Sutherland Estate Papers held in the National Records of Scotland 6 , where eviction
notices, rent rolls, and correspondence between factors and landlords detail the clearing of entire

communities.

These documents show names, dates, and instructions to remove tenants from lands their families had
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worked for generations, and the coldness of the language—phrases like “remove the tenants,” “clear the
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township,” “prepare the ground for sheep”—reveals the mindset of those who carried out the removals.
They show the cold arithmetic of profit replacing people, sheep replacing families, and landowners

treating human lives as obstacles to estate reorganisation.

Alexander Mackenzie’s History of the Highland Clearances , available in the National Library of Scotland 7
, reproduces sworn statements from those who watched their homes destroyed, their roofs set alight, their
possessions scattered, and these testimonies, when read alongside estate correspondence, form a double
record of suffering and intent. These testimonies are not romanticised folklore; they are eyewitness
accounts preserved in print and corroborated by estate records, and the expansion of the archival evidence
shows how widespread the removals were, how systematic the burning of roofs became, and how

indifferent the estate managers were to the fate of the people they displaced.

The third outrage takes place not in the glens but in the factories, shipyards, steelworks, and mines that
once formed the backbone of Scotland’s industrial strength, and the expansion of the evidence reveals the
scale of the destruction with even greater clarity. The destruction of this industrial base was not an
inevitable consequence of global change but a managed decline recorded in government reports and
economic analyses.

Scottish Office economic indicators from the late 1970s and early 1980s, held in the National Archives
(Kew) and the National Records of Scotland 8 , show manufacturing output falling, shipyards closing,
steelworks shutting down, and coal mines abandoned, and these reports document the collapse in stark
numbers: production lines halted, investment withdrawn, communities left without work.

Fraser of Allander’s Quarterly Economic Commentary , archived at the University of Strathclyde 9 ,
describes factories working below capacity, investment drying up, and uncertainty strangling industrial
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growth, and the language of these commentaries—phrases like “terminal decline,” “structural weakness,”
“policy failure”—reveals the depth of the crisis. Ewan Gibbs’ archival research, based on internal Scottish
Office papers accessible through the National Records of Scotland, shows how regional policy encouraged
branch-plant dependency, leaving Scotland’s economy vulnerable to decisions made in London or
overseas, and the expansion of this research reveals how often Scottish officials warned of the dangers,
only to be ignored by those with the power to act. The destruction of Scotland’s industrial strength was not

a natural decline but a structural abandonment.

The fourth outrage unfolds in the classrooms of a nation whose language was treated as an inconvenience
rather than a heritage, and the expansion of the evidence reveals the depth of the suppression with even
greater force. The suppression of Gaelic was not an accidental by-product of modern schooling but a

deliberate consequence of legislation that imposed English as the sole language of instruction.
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The Education (Scotland) Act 1872 10, preserved in the Parliamentary Archives and accessible in statute
collections across Scotland, created a national school system that made no provision for Gaelic, and the
absence of Gaelic in the Act is not a neutral omission but a legislative decision that shaped the linguistic
future of the Highlands and Islands.

School log books and inspector reports, held in local authority archives from Inverness to Stornoway,
record teachers noting that children arrived speaking only Gaelic and were forced to learn through
English, often punished or shamed for using their own tongue, and the expansion of these records reveals
how widespread the punishments were, how often children were humiliated, and how deeply the shame of
linguistic suppression was felt. Oral histories collected by the School of Scottish Studies Archive at the
University of Edinburgh preserve testimonies of former pupils who describe the humiliation of being
struck, scolded, or ridiculed for speaking Gaelic in the playground or classroom. These accounts are not
romantic reconstructions but recorded memories held in one of the most respected ethnological archives
in Europe.

The fifth outrage lies beneath the waves of the North Sea, where oil wealth transformed the fiscal
landscape of the United Kingdom while Scotland was denied the knowledge of what that wealth meant,
and the expansion of the evidence reveals the scale of the concealment with even greater force. The
McCrone Report, written in 1974—75 by economist Gavin McCrone for the Scottish Office 11, is preserved
in the National Archives and was released only decades later under Freedom of Information, and the
expansion of the report reveals how detailed its predictions were, how precise its calculations became, and
how extraordinary its conclusions were.

The report states that an independent Scotland would become “as rich as Switzerland” and that its
currency would be “embarrassingly strong,” lines written in McCrone’s own hand and visible in the
FOI-released document accessible through the Scottish Government’s digital archive. The report was
classified “secret,” not because it contained sensitive geopolitical intelligence but because it revealed the
fiscal strength Scotland would possess if it controlled its own oil revenues. Subsequent economic analyses
by the Fraser of Allander Institute, archived at the University of Strathclyde, show how oil revenues were
used to support UK-wide policy rather than to build a sovereign wealth fund or industrial renewal in
Scotland. The outrage is not a matter of political opinion but of written evidence: a secret report predicting
extraordinary wealth, a classification stamp hiding that prediction, and decades of economic data showing

how the revenues were spent elsewhere.

The sixth outrage takes place in the curriculum of a nation whose history has been diluted, fragmented,
and rendered optional, and the expansion of the evidence reveals how deeply this dilution has shaped
national identity. The teaching of Scottish history in schools has been shaped not by a coherent national

narrative but by a skills-based curriculum that treats content as interchangeable.

Curriculum for Excellence, whose policy documents are held in the Scottish Government’s education
archive 12 , contains no fixed core of Scottish historical knowledge, and the expansion of these documents
reveals how often content was treated as secondary, how frequently teachers were encouraged to prioritise
skills over substance, and how deeply this approach shaped the historical understanding of pupils.
Academic studies by Joseph Smith, published in education journals and held in university libraries across
Scotland, show that pupils often learn isolated episodes—Romans, Vikings, World War II—without

encountering the constitutional, cultural, and economic history of their own country. The evidence lies in
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curriculum frameworks, exam specifications, and academic analyses that reveal a system where Scotland’s
story is not guaranteed to be taught.

The seventh outrage is recorded in electoral tables and constitutional analysis, where Scotland’s
democratic voice is structurally subordinate to decisions made elsewhere, and the expansion of the

evidence reveals how deeply this subordination is embedded in the constitutional structure.

The 2016 EU referendum, whose certified results are published by the Electoral Commission and
preserved in the UK National Archives 13 , shows Scotland voting 62 percent to remain in the European
Union, and the expansion of the referendum data reveals how consistent the remain vote was across
Scotland, how few areas diverged from the national trend, and how clearly the mandate was expressed.
Despite this clear result, Scotland was taken out of the EU because the UK-wide majority overrode the

Scottish vote.

Repeated UK general elections, documented in parliamentary records and Electoral Commission reports,
show Scottish majorities for parties seeking constitutional change, yet these mandates have been blocked
or diluted at Westminster. The outrage is not rhetorical but statistical, written in certified results and
parliamentary proceedings that demonstrate how Scotland’s democratic choices are overridden by a
system designed to prioritise the majority elsewhere.

The eighth outrage takes place in the aftermath of the Jacobite defeat, when the Highlands were treated
not as a region of a nation but as a conquered territory whose culture, clothing, and social structure were
to be dismantled by statute, and the expansion of the evidence reveals how deeply this dismantling
penetrated everyday life.

The Act of Proscription 1747 14 , preserved in the Parliamentary Archives and accessible in official statute
collections, imposed criminal penalties on Highland men and boys who wore traditional dress, and the
expansion of the archival record reveals how frequently these prosecutions occurred, how zealously local
authorities enforced the Act, and how thoroughly the ban was used to break the cultural continuity of

Highland communities.

The language of the Act is explicit, naming the garments and prescribing imprisonment and
transportation as punishment, and the expansion of court records held in Sheriff Court archives across the
Highlands reveals the names of those prosecuted, the sentences imposed, and the fear that spread through
communities as traditional clothing became a legal liability. Government correspondence from the period,
held in the National Archives at Kew, reveals the intent behind the legislation: to break the clan system, to
disarm the population, and to eradicate the cultural infrastructure that had sustained Highland society for
centuries. These letters speak of “pacification” and “reformation,” euphemisms for cultural destruction.

The ninth outrage is the continuation of that assault, where Highland culture itself was criminalised
through enforcement practices that extended beyond clothing, and the expansion of the evidence reveals
how deeply this criminalisation penetrated the daily lives of Highland people.

Although historians clarify that the Act did not universally ban tartan or outlaw bagpipes and Gaelic, the
enforcement of the Dress Act created an atmosphere in which public expressions of Highland identity
were treated as suspicious or subversive, and the expansion of court records preserved in the National

Records of Scotland reveals how often individuals were prosecuted for wearing garments deemed to be
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Highland dress, even when the clothing was ambiguous. Government correspondence reveals discussions
about suppressing gatherings, monitoring clan leaders, and discouraging cultural practices associated with
the Highlands. The outrage lies not only in the statute but in the way it was applied, creating a climate of

fear and suppression documented in the written records of courts and government offices.

The tenth outrage is structural rather than episodic, a pattern of internal colonialism that shaped
Scotland’s economic and political position within the United Kingdom, and the expansion of the evidence
reveals how deeply this structure is embedded in the state.

Michael Hechter’s Internal Colonialism 15 , held in university libraries across Scotland, uses economic and
sociological data to argue that regions like Scotland were integrated into a state that preserved a
core-periphery structure, and the expansion of Hechter’s analysis reveals how consistently this pattern
appears across multiple sectors: industry, infrastructure, investment, and governance. Wealth and
authority concentrated in England, while resource extraction and lower-status roles concentrated in the
“Celtic fringe.”

Fiscal analyses preserved in the National Records of Scotland show how decisions about investment,
infrastructure, and industrial policy were made in London, often without regard for Scotland’s needs or
priorities, and the expansion of these analyses reveals how deeply this imbalance shaped Scotland’s
economic development. The evidence lies in economic data, policy papers, and academic analyses that
reveal a structural imbalance built into the state. The outrage is not a matter of political rhetoric but of
documented patterns of governance and economic management, and the expansion of the evidence

reveals how deeply these patterns have shaped Scotland’s position within the United Kingdom.
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