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Names, Roles, and the Structural Complicity of Imperial Extraction

The British Empire was not a civilising mission. It was a system that repeatedly chose power and profit

over human life and it did so through decisions made by identifiable people in government, the military,

and business. This is a direct, factual expose of how those decisions wrecked millions of lives.

The pattern is simple and brutal: famine used as policy, camps and torture used as tools of rule, massacres

justified as “order,” slavery embedded in law and then compensated for its owners, and records destroyed

to hide the worst of it. Violence was not a mistake; it was built into the machinery of empire.

India — Famine and Massacre as Instruments of Rule

Edward Robert Bulwer-Lytton — Viceroy of India (1876–1880): During the Great Famine of 1876–78,

Lytton enforced a rigid “free market” line. Grain exports continued, relief was deliberately limited, and
millions starved. He chose to prioritise imperial fiscal discipline and trade over keeping people alive. His

policy decisions helped turn drought into mass death.

Winston Churchill — Prime Minister (1940–1945), former Colonial Secretary: In the Bengal famine of
1943, around 3 million people died. Churchill’s War Cabinet controlled shipping and food policy; repeated

requests for grain imports to India were refused while food and shipping were directed elsewhere. Those

decisions, taken at the top, turned a crisis into a catastrophe. Earlier, as Colonial Secretary, Churchill

defended General Reginald Dyer after the Amritsar massacre.

Reginald Dyer — Brigadier General, Amritsar (1919): Dyer ordered troops to fire on an unarmed crowd

trapped in Jallianwala Bagh until ammunition ran out. Hundreds were killed, many more wounded. This

was a deliberate act of terror to “teach a lesson” to colonial subjects carried out under the authority of the
British state.

Africa — Camps, Torture, and Deliberate Cover-up

Herbert Kitchener — Commander-in-Chief, Boer War (1899–1902): Kitchener oversaw the British
campaign in South Africa, including the creation of concentration camps for Boer civilians and Black

Africans. Tens of thousands died from disease and malnutrition in these camps. Targeting families and

communities was part of a strategy to break resistance.

Clement Attlee — Prime Minister (1945–1951): Attlee’s government ran colonial emergencies in Malaya

and began the detention regime in Kenya. Emergency regulations allowed detention without trial, forced

resettlement, and collective punishment. His cabinet maintained the legal framework that made mass
coercion routine.
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Harold Macmillan — Prime Minister (1957–1963): Under Macmillan, the Mau Mau Emergency in Kenya

reached its peak in terms of detention and torture. Colonial authorities ran camps and “screening” centres
where beatings, sexual assault, and forced labour were systematically used. As decolonisation approached,

officials destroyed or removed thousands of files in what became known as Operation Legacy, deliberately

hiding evidence of abuse.

Ireland — Famine and Reprisals Under British Rule

British Cabinets under Sir Robert Peel, Lord John Russell and others — Great Famine (1845–1852):

During the Irish famine, food exports continued while the population starved. Relief was limited, and

ideological commitment to market principles and property rights outweighed the urgency of mass
starvation. Policy choices turned crop failure into a national catastrophe.

David Lloyd George’s government and military leadership — War of Independence (1919–1921): Under

Lloyd George, forces such as the Black and Tans and Auxiliaries carried out reprisals in Ireland: burning
homes, beating civilians, and committing extrajudicial killings. These actions were part of a state strategy

to crush resistance, not random violence.

Charles II — King (1660–1685): Charles II granted the Royal African Company its charter, enabling large-
scale trafficking of enslaved Africans. This embedded slavery into the English and later British state and

economy.

Parliament and Cabinet of the 1830s — Slavery Abolition Act (1833): When slavery was abolished, the
British state chose to compensate slave-owners, not the enslaved. The Slave Compensation Commission

paid out vast sums to owners across Britain, including many in Scotland and England. The decision

entrenched slavery’s profits into British wealth while leaving the victims with nothing.

Elizabeth I authorised early slave-trading voyages and colonial ventures. Queen Victoria reigned over the

high tide of imperial expansion including famines and conquests. George V was monarch during Amritsar

and the Irish War of Independence. Elizabeth II reigned during the Mau Mau Emergency and the later

legal reckoning that exposed Britain’s torture system.

They did not draft every order or design every camp, but their reigns and signatures gave constitutional

and symbolic cover to the governments and officials who did.

None of these people acted alone. Their complicity lies in the choices they made and the systems they
upheld.

They enforced famine policies that let millions starve rather than disrupt markets. They authorised and

defended camps, torture, and collective punishment as tools of “order.” They compensated slave-owners
instead of victims. They allowed reprisals and massacres to be justified as necessary discipline. They

destroyed or hid records to avoid future accountability.

That is how millions of lives were methodically destroyed: not by one single villain, but by a network of
power that treated human beings as expendable in the service of empire.
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